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Be determined to fome other diredtion. The mouth* 
are faid to have been fourteen in all at firft, after¬ 
wards reduced to eight, and now, I believe, much 
fewer. There are three hillocks, large enough to 
be diftihguifhed at Naples, that are formed by the 
ftones and matter thrown up at thefe mouths, and 
one of them is already a young mountain. Some 
imagine the eruption will laft many months, as the 
lower eruptions have generally lafted longeft j and 
this, I think, is a great deal lower than any that 
ever happened. 

F. H, Eyles Stiles.. 


X. ExtraSl of a Letter from Mr . Robert 
Mack in lay, to the Right Hen. the Earl of 
Morton, F. R. S. dated at Rome, the 
qth January 1761. concerning the late 
Eruption of Mount Vefuvius, and the Dif- 
covery of an antient Statue of Venus at 
Rome. 

Read Feb. 19, /"T^HERE has been a moft terrible 
17 *' Jh eruption lately of mount Vefuvius^ 
about the latter end of laft month, but the accounts 
hitherto arrived are not very diftindt: however, they 
all agree, that there were nine new mouths, or open¬ 
ings, towards the Torre del Greco and Annonciada: 
that very confiderable fhocks of an earthquake were 
felt all over Naples: that neither fire nor fmofce came 
tut of the old crater ; that the lava had run into the 
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lea: and that beyond Portici, upon the high-road,, 
the lava was in height feventeen palms, and fome of 
the ftreams four hundred yards broad. Much da¬ 
mage has been done to houfes and vineyards; and 
*tis faid the palace of Portici has fuffered fomewhat. 

In the month of September laft, a Venus, of moil 
exquilite workmanfhip, was dug up here in the Mons 
Ccelius, near the place called Clivo Scauri. It is in 
the pofieflion of the Marquis Carnavallia,, who gave 
fifty fcudi to the workmen, their full demand, as the 
half of the value, according to agreement, though 
*tis worth fome thoufands. It is full fix feet high, 
in the fame attitude with the Venus of Medicis, with 
this difference, her right-hand before her breaft, and 
her left fupporting a light drapery before the pu¬ 
denda. On the bafe, which is of one piece with the 
ftatue, and quite intire, is the following infcription: 
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